Gough Road On the Record

On November 6, 2006 the Town Board, led by Councilmen Fodge, Smith, Kuter, and Ottley officially added Gough Road to the list of Town Highways. 
The Town of Riga began limited maintenance of Gough Road approximately 46 years ago.  Records do not show why or how the decision was made, but there was evidence that some snow removal and minimal maintenance had been done by the town on the private road.  According to former Town Attorney Richard E. Stowe, he had been asked by previous Highway Superintendents if they should continue service on this road.  His answer to them was always consistent; yes.  His review of the facts indicate that prior to 1982, maintenance had occurred on that road for an uninterrupted period of at least 10 years and by virtue of that activity, the road it turns into a town highway.  Mr. Stowe was Town Attorney for 23 years and advised the last four Highway Superintendents of this fact.

.

The last Highway Superintendent to raise this question was the current Superintendent, Tom Klafehn.  In July 2005 he raised the question of ownership to the Town Board.  Mr. Stowe was not present at that meeting and it was stated in the minutes that Mr. Klafehn would contact the insurance carrier. The Supervisor, Mr. Rowe, would check with the Town Attorney before passing any resolutions. After the information was collected, Mr. Klafehn was told that the town is covered by their insurance to do work on Gough Road and Mr. Rowe was told by Mr. Stowe that Gough Road was a highway by use.  This information was passed on to Mr. Klafehn and therefore no further action was brought forward by the Town Board. Mr. Klafehn said that he was never advised by the Board to resume the maintenance. That is why he brought it up again in 2006 for approval to do the work requested.

The new administration, unfamiliar with the history of Gough Road, decided that the new attorney for the Town, LaMarr Jackson, should look into it and report back with an opinion.  After her review, which included a discussion with the former Town Attorney, she concluded, based mostly on Supervisor Pam Moore’s recollection of the July 2005 meeting, that the town had not conducted maintenance without interruption and therefore the town should not provide any service to the residents on that road. 
The four Riga councilmen also researched the history of the road and did not concur with the current Town Attorney and Supervisor.  On November 6, 2006, Councilman Fodge made a motion that was seconded by Councilman Smith, to authorize the Highway Superintendent to provide snow removal and minimal maintenance for Gough Road.  After much debate and many comments from the 50 plus people in attendance for the meeting, a vote was taken.  In a surprising reversal of position, the Supervisor, Pam Moore, voted with the four councilmen for a unanimous decision on the resolution. 

